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[MG28]A .An epidemiological
study of the complaint of pain
during spinal block. A total of 248
patients at a hospital were asked a
structured questionnaire with 4
questions about spinal block as a
pain-inducing intervention and
whether they had any pain after the
intervention. All the patients
assessed their pain with the aid of a




visual analog scale. In only 33% of
the patients did the pain extend
into the very much or extremely
much part of the scale. The most
common reported pains were those
of the legs and lower back (35%).
There was a statistically significant
correlation between duration of
symptoms and the kind of pain.
The data were compared with
results from a previous study, also
carried out at the same hospital, in
1988. Although there was a
decrease 1n the proportion of
patients reporting severe or very




severe pain, there was an increase
in the proportion of patients
reporting moderate or fairly severe
pain.| Visceral leishmaniasis:
making referrals to the infectious
disease unit]. Visceral
leishmaniasis (VL) 1s one of the
most important neglected tropical
diseases. It 1s a protozoan infection
transmitted by the bite of sand
thes. In the developed world, the
control of VL relies on the use of
an anti-leishmanial agent as a
prophylactic treatment 1n the 1nitial
phases of infection, and the




removal of the vector. In the
developing world, 1n addition to
prophylactic therapy, the focus 1s
therapeutic, which requires that
patients be referred to an infectious
disease unit for hospitalisation 1n
order to access this specialised
therapy. Treatment at the endemic
level 1s considered to be the most
cost-effective way to control VL
because 1t minimises the risk of
progressing to visceral
leishmaniasis, which can be fatal.
Treatment 1s usually based on the
use of antimonial compounds, but




this has been shown to be variable
in efficacy and can cause severe
side effects. Promising new drugs
are available but they are still
unavailable 1n many countries
where the disease 1s endemic.
Therefore, it 1s imperative that the
countries affected by VL
participate 1n the research and
development of new anti-
leishmanial drugs. This must be
done with the help of donor
organisations and the
pharmaceutical industry.Effects of
child exposure to tobacco




advertising and promotion 1n a
social interaction context: a
randomised controlled trial. This
study aims to evaluate the impact

of a social context in which
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